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He spoke wrathfully of " one of their newspapers " which
steadily persisted in withholding from publication every
letter ho wrote to it, after printing the first. And if it
printed one, why not the others ?

Lady Charlotte put it on the quaintness of editors.

He had found in London, perhaps, reason for saying
that he should do well to be "out of this country'" as
early as he could; adding, presently, that he meant to
go, though " it broke his heart to keep away from a sis
months' rest at Steignton," his "Wiltshire estate.

No woman was in the field. Lady Charlotte could
have submitted to the intrusion of one of those at times
wholesome victims, for the sake of the mollification the
unhappy proud thing might bring to a hero smarting
under injustice at the hands of chiefs and authorities.

He passed on to Steignton, returned to London, and
left England for Spain, as he wrote word, saying he
hoped to settle at Steignton next year. He was absent
the next year, and longer. Lady Charlotte had the
surprising news that Stoignton was let, shooting and all,
for five years; and he had no appointment out of England
or at home. When he came to Olmer again he was
under one of his fits of reserve, best undisturbed. Her
sympathy with a great soldier snubbed, an active man
rusting, kept her from remonstrance.

Three years later she was made meditative by the
discovery of a woman's being absolutely in the field,
mistress of the field, and having been there for a
considerable period, dating from about the time when he
turned his back on England to visit a comrade-in-arms
condemned by the doctors to pass the winter in Malaga ;
and it was a young woman, a girl in her teens, a handsome
girl, Handsome was to be expected ; Onnont bargained
for beauty. But report said the girl was very handsome,
and showed breeding; she seemed a foreigner, walked
like a Goddess, sat her horse the perfect Amazon,
Rumour called her a Spaniard.

" Not if she rides!"   Lady Charlotte cut that short.

Bumour had subsequently more to say, The reporter
in her ear did not confirm it, and she was resolutely deaf